A JOB HORSE AND HIS DRIVERS
,sfly on our backs, and their own hand rest lazily on then-
ices. Of course, such gentlemen have no control over a
>rse, if anything happens suddenly. If a horse shies* or
arts, or stumbles, they are nowhere and cannot help the
>rse or themselves till the mischief is done. Of course, for
tyself, I had no objection to it, as I was not in the habit
ther of starting or stumbling, and had only been used to
spend on my driver for guidance and encouragement,
till, one likes to feel the rein a little in going downhill and
tes to know that one's driver has not gone to sleep.
Besides, a slovenly way of driving gets a horse into bad,
id often lazy, habits; and when he changes hands he has to
* whipped out of them with more or less pain and trouble,
quire Gordon always kept us to our best paces and our best
lanners. He said that spoiling a horse, and letting him
et into bad habits, was just as cruel as spoiling a ehild^ and
3th had to suffer for it afterwards.
Besides, these drivers are often careless altogether, and
ill attend to anything else rather than their horses. I
rent out in the phaeton one day with one of them; he had a
tdy and two children behind. He flopped the reins about as
re started, and, of course, gave me several unmeaning cuts
dth the whip, though I was fairly off. There had been a
ood deal of road-mending going on, and even where the
tones were not freshly laid down there were a great many
>ose ones about. My driver was laughing and joking with
be lady and the children, and talking about the country to
be right and the left; but he never thought it worth while to
:eep an eye on his horse, or to drive on the smoothest parts
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